
Mesopotamian Civilization























Ziggurat





Figurines from Sumerians



Sculpture

• Mesopotamian sculpture features a distinct stylized aesthetic. As in 
most of the world’s traditional visual art, figures are typically 
presented either front-on or side-on. Simple textures are often 
achieved through repetition of lines or dots.
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Akkadian Civilization

• This centralization was military in nature and the art of this period 
generally became more martial. The Akkadian Empire was begun by 
Sargon, who rose to power and founded the royal city of Akkad 
(Akkad has not yet been located, though one theory puts it under 
modern Baghdad).



• Head of Akkadian Ruler



CODE OF HAMMURABI

The CODE OF HAMMURABI reveals a society of strict justice. 

Penalties for criminal offenses were severe and varied according to the 

wealth of the individual. According to the code, there were three social 

classes in Babylonia: an upper class of nobles (government officials, 

priests, and warriors), the class of freemen (merchants, artisans, 

professionals, and wealthy farmers), and a lower class of slaves. 







NEO BABLONIA

After the last Assyrian ruler, the rule came to its end . The Babylon rose 

again and the old Mesopotamian culture flourished under 

Nebuchadnezzar made Babylon his capital. It became a fabulous city 

once again with his triumphs and architecture. 



• City of Babylonia (babul means tower of god)

• It was very large i.e. 200 sq. miles. So it became a very huge size 

city with boundary wall. It had 250 towers, 100 bronze gates. The upper 

side of the boundary wall was so broad that a chariot could run easily.

Ishtar Gate: Ishtar= goddess of love, fertility and earth



Ishtar gate





• It was sacred to the goddess Ishtar and there was a grand approach 

to the temple complex.

• Beautiful glazed tiles were used on which figures of different 

animals including bull and horse are moulded in relief.

• The arrangement of figures to wall in Ishtar gate was rarely been 

surpassed in history of architecture.



Victory Stele of Naram-Sin

• The Victory Stele of Naram-Sin is a stele that dates to 
approximately 2254-2218 BC, in the time of the Akkadian Empire, 
and is now in the Louvre in Paris. The relief measures six feet in 
height and was carved in pink limestone












